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Key Vocabulary

· artefact: (noun) An object which has cultural value or importance.
· composition: (noun) the way objects or images are arranged in an artwork.
· contemporary art: (noun) western art that has been made from 1970s onwards. It has been made in living memory.
· continuous line: (noun) a line with no breaks in it.
· modern art: (noun) western art from the years 1850s to 1970s. This art is less representational. It is less realistic because the artists focused on expressing themselves rather than making something look accurate.
· observation: (noun) looking closely at something. 
· representational: (adjective) describing art that attempts to show an object or scene in the most accurate way possible.
· tone (1): (noun) areas of light or dark in an artwork (‘Darker tones were used here’.) This is the definition we focus on in this unit.
· tone (2): (noun) what is created when grey is added to a colour.
· traditional art: (noun) western art from the year 500 to about the 1850s. The art is generally representational, which means it looks accurate.
· viewfinder: (noun) a frame through which to look at a section of an artwork or object. 

My Favourite Things
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How would artists describe ”
areas of light and dark in an
artwork?
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Joseph Cornell

Cornell was an American artist who liked to collect interesting objects.

In his home in New York, Cornell had a storage room
full of carefully labelled boxes containing his treasures.

He started arranging them into , often in

glass-fronted wooden cases. This made them look a
little like valuable museum artefacts.

Cornell actually found most of the objects in junk
shops or on the street.

The way objects or images are
arranged in an artwork.
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Modern artists focused more on expressing tried to make their
themselves, than whether the art looked exactly work as accurate as possible — almost
like the objects in real life. like a photograph.
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This is a contemporary still Life
painting from 2011.

Contemporary Art is artwork
created in living memory, usually
by an artist who is alive today.

This was painted using the same
techniques and materials (oil
paints) as the previous two
paintings we’ve seen.




