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Key Vocabulary

axis (noun): an imaginary pole that goes straight through the centre of the Earth (or another object) that it rotates around
earth (noun): the surface and soil of the world we live on
Earth (Noun): the planet that we live on
gravity (noun): a force of attraction that pulls all objects towards each other
leap year (noun): a year that occurs every 4 years that has 366 days (the additional day falling on 29 February)
moon (noun): a natural body (usually rock) that orbits a planet
Moon (Noun): the name of the moon that orbits the Earth
orbit (noun/verb): the path that an object takes as it travels around another object / to travel around another object in a roughly circular path
planet (noun): a large object – larger than an asteroid – that orbits the Sun
satellite (noun): any object – natural or manmade – that orbits a planet (e.g. moons or manmade International Space Station)
sphere / spherical (noun/adjective): a round, 3D shape / describing something that is round and 3D
star (noun): a ball of matter in space that emits light in its solar system
Sun (Noun): the name of the star in the solar system we live in
time zone: (noun) an area that all shares the same time
universe (noun): everything that exists in space, including galaxies and the solar systems within them 
vacuum (noun): a place that has no particles in it at all, including air
Earth in space 
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Our solar system contains a star (the Sun) and eight planets (including Eartl
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The universe and our solar system

The universe is made The galaxy we live in is
of many galaxies. called the Milky Way. It
contains our solar system.
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The Sun is at the centre of our solar system. This is
known as the heliocentric model.

The Earth orbits the Sun. It takes 365 % days to do this.
The Moon orbits the Earth. It takes 28 days to do this.
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 Asteroids are pieces of rock (smaller than a pianet) that
" orit the Sun. The total mass of al the asteroids in the
. solarsystemis less than the mass of the Moon

"\ | Meteoroids are pieces of rock, of upto 1m
", inlength, that break off from asteroids and
', omit the Sun

Meteors are meteoroids that enter Earth's
atmosphere. They bum up and become a
streak of light, which we call‘shooting stars'
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Light from the Sun travels
in straight lines, so only
one half of the Earth can
be in daylight at one time.
The Earth rotates on its
axis (spins) once every 24 e Zones
hours. This means we b hh d it
have 12-hour days and The lEurt‘ as %A ifferent tlmg %ones, split
" by imaginary lines called meridians. Each
12-hour nights. N N
zone is @ number of hours ahead or behind
time in London.
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